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2020-2021 Calendar of Events  
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, guild meetings are currently held via Zoom. A few days before, the NSQG 

will provide the meeting number and password. The Zoom will be open by 6:45PM, and the meeting begins at 

7PM. Traditionally, our meetings are held at the Rolling Meadows Community Center.   

 

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT nsqg.club FOR UPDATES. 

 

Thur Oct 15, 2020 Eric Drexler, Sulky 

Guild Meeting: Thread Jazz for 

Quilting and Embellishing Plus 

Needle and Thread Know How 

Thur March 18, 2021 Deanne Eisenman 

Guild Meeting: Fabric Scraps and 

Random Threads 

Fri Oct 16, 2020 Eric Drexler, Sulky 

Zoom Workshop: Basic Thread 

Sketching 

Fri March 19, 2021 Deanne Eisenman 

Workshop: Open Windows 

Sat Oct 17, 2020 Eric Drexler, Sulky 

Zoom Workshop: Simply Applique 

Sat March 20, 2021 Deanne Eisenman 

Workshop: Warm and Wooly 

Thur Nov 19, 2020 Carol Butzke 

Guild Meeting: Forever Paisley 

Thur April 15, 2021 Catherine Redford 

Guild Meeting: The Language of 

Flowers 

December No meeting – Happy Holidays! Sat April 17, 2021 Catherine Redford 

Workshop: Steps to Successful Free 

Motion Quilting 

Thur Jan 21, 2021 Jen Kingwell, Jen Kingwell Designs 

Guild Meeting: LIVE from Australia! 

Thur May 20, 2021 Alice Ridge, Alice Ridge Quilts 

Guild Meeting: Quilt Trip Around 

the World Trunk Show 

Thur Feb 18, 2021 Rebecca Lidstrom, Studio R Quilts 

Guild Meeting: One Block, Many 

Ways 

Fri May 21, 2021 Alice Ridge, Alice Ridge Quilts 

Workshop: Pojagi - Traditional 

Korean Needlework 

Sat Feb 20, 2021 Rebecca Lidstrom, Studio R Quilts 

Workshop: Twist and Shout 

Sat May 22, 2021 Alice Ridge, Alice Ridge Quilts 

Workshop: Mock Molas! 

 
June 2021: Special Event with Laura Heine. Stay tuned for more information! 

 
Unless otherwise noted, workshops are 9:30AM to 4:30PM, including an hour for lunch. The most current information 

and supply lists for workshops are available at nsqg.club/programs. Register for workshops online, or by contacting Linda 

Nemec, programs@nsqg.club . 
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Membership Directories Coming Your Way 
Our 2020-2021 directory is on its way to you! With COVID-19 restrictions, this year we will 

be mailing a copy directly to our members’ homes. You should receive them before the 

October 15 meeting. If you don’t have your directory by then, please 

contact membership@nsqg.club.  If you joined after September 20, 2020, you will be included 

in an addendum we will publish in early 2021. 

 

Keeping Zoom Safe and Accessible for All Our Members 
Of course we would like to hold our many scheduled events in person, but in this case public health prevails. 

We appreciate the flexibility of our membership in allowing us to do what’s safest for everyone involved so we 

can do our part not to contribute to the spread of COVID-19. It’s been amazing to see how our guild has 

adapted to these changing times.  

 

 
 

With any new technology comes new safeguards and practices to ensure everyone is safe and can have an 

enjoyable experience. We have four guidelines that will help us ensure our Zoom-based meetings go smoothly. 

 

When signing in, use your first and last name.  We know many people use Zoom for other reasons; you 

might be “Pickles” when zooming with family, or you might be borrowing your spouse’s computer, and they 

normally sign in as J. Doe. During the meeting we are constantly scanning the participant list to ensure that the 

people who are attending should be attending and we don’t have bad actors among us. Using your first and last 

name helps make our job of keeping us safe just a little bit easier. 

 

Mute your microphone when you enter.  By muting your microphone, it ensures that whoever is 

supposed to be speaking can be heard. (It also prevents the accidental doorbell + barking from taking over the 

audio midway through.) 

 

Turn off video for the bulk of the meeting.  Imagine trying to record and send 100 different television 

shows all to the same television all at the same time. Think of all of that data and information, changing 

simultaneously. Likely, the TV would just give up and be kinda jittery, if not go kaput. That’s similar to how it 

is when we all try to put Zoom video on at the same time.  All of us have different internet service plans, each 

with their own plusses and minuses. But one thing is for certain – having 75-100 people trying to broadcast their 

video AND receive everyone else’s video all at once makes the experience bad for everyone. But don’t despair - 

we will make sure to make time for video interaction at some point during the meeting each month. 

 

Have a question? Use chat.  We definitely want to hear your questions during meetings. Theresa is 

constantly scanning the participant chat window for questions and comments for the speaker or the group. Ask 

away! 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear NSQG, 

 

It’s already October, folks. Time to get serious about the upcoming gift-

giving season. 

 

Look around your sewing space with a curious eye. What projects are lying 

around, lonely and forgotten, not completed because of ____(fill in the 

blank) ___?  

 

Pick one that would make a great gift for someone you love, if only it was 

finished.  

 

Analyze what is holding you back. What is the real problem? Did you run out of time or just lose interest? Did 

you lose the pattern? Did you accidentally use the balance of that fabric for something else? Did you always 

mean to learn a technique that could make it sing, but never got around to it? 

 

Well, with all this staying at home we have been doing, maybe we have more time than we realized.  

 

It might not call to you right now, the way it is, but wouldn’t it be fun to use these parts to make another quilt 

you are excited about? Oh, you have 150 red and white four-patches? You could change the original plan and 

jump-start a different quilt altogether! Put them up on your design wall and stare for a while. Become a 

designer:  rearrange them, put them on point, audition an alternate block, add sashing or even switch up border 

colors.  

 

Did you stop loving the colors? Swap some out! There is nothing that says you have to finish it exactly the way 

you started it all those years ago. Maybe you don’t even have that avocado green velour couch anymore that 

you were making this to go on the back of; keep what you love, then subtract or add to make it current. I’ll bet 

you could play ‘Fabric Store’ in your own stash… chances are you already have the blender fabrics that could 

help you transform the project into something else entirely, and THAT is going to get you pumped up about it 

again.  

 

You really could finish it. 

 

Did you forget how to do a technique or need to brush up on something before you tackle it? I invite you to look 

at our fall speakers and teachers with new eyes. We have workshops coming up that might get you over that 

hump. AND, if you sign up for something with a friend, you can see each other and visit all day, while learning 

in your own house - with all of the supplies you could need right where you can find them. How lucky are we, 

that our guild has elected to use technology that enables us to continue to meet and attend classes?!? 

 

Get that thing out. Spread it out and look at what is really left to do; it may be closer to completion than you 

knew!  

When we are able to meet in person again, I truly look forward to seeing all the former UFO’s that have been 

completed during these unprecedented times.  

 

Looking forward to that day, 

 

Maria Ross 

NSQG President 

https://nsqg.club/programs/


 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

 
This year, we started a block of the month (BOM) project. 

Each month we planned to have an activity to go along with 

that month’s chosen block. While COVID-19 has put a 

wrinkle in some of our plans, we are still doing block of the 

month and hope you have been joining in! 

Choose a color palette and make blocks for your own sampler, 

play with scale, or just make a bunch of the same block to 

make a quilt. There is no long-term commitment. You can 

participate however you’d like, when your schedule permits. 

Month Block Name 
January Churn Dash 

February Ohio Star 

March Dutchman’s Puzzle 

April Morning Star 

May Aunt Dinah 

June Broken Sugar Bowl 

July Four Winds 

August Kansas Trouble 

September Hovering Hawks 

October To be announced 

November To be announced 

December To be announced 
 

 
 

We’d love to see your BOM project pictures. 

Please send them to newsletter@nsqg.club 

to be featured in a future issue. 

 
 
 

 

  

How might you use the blocks of the month to 

create something new? 

mailto:newsletter@nsqg.club


 

 

BOM SAMPLER COLORING PAGE 

Print out this page to experiment with colors for designing your own block of the month sampler quilt. 

 



 

IN SEARCH OF … 

 

I am looking for a copy of Fons and Porter Magazine, July/Aug 2004 to complete a project. I am 

willing to purchase the issue.  

Donna Chandler – please see the Membership Directory for contact information. 

 

FOR SALE 

Beautiful, clean and ready to go 1935 Featherweight for sale just in time for the holidays!  The perfect portable to 

piece on and take to classes.  This machine has been cleaned, oiled, greased, machine feet have been replaced, foot 

controller feet have been replace, new super belt, new handle on case.  This Featherweight has a perfect stitch and is 

very quiet.  Included are the original manual, original grease tube, bobbin case, bobbin, screwdriver, straight stitch foot, 

tucker, edge stitcher, shirring/gathering foot, bias binder, 1/4” narrow hemmer, adjustable hemmer, ruffler and key to 

the case. $400.  

Jan Berkley – please see the Membership Directory for contact information. 
 

  

  

 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTIONS 
Everyone has a few, don’t we? 

 

Did you know? The origin of the term 'quilt' is linked to the Latin word culcita, meaning a bolster or cushion. Usage 

of the term seems to have first been used in England in the 13th century. However, the sewing techniques of piecing, 

appliqué, and quilting have been used for clothing and furnishings in diverse parts of the world for several millennia and 

a wide range of quilting styles and techniques have uniquely evolved around the globe. 

 

The earliest known quilted garment is depicted on the carved ivory figure of a Pharaoh dating from the ancient Egyptian 

First Dynasty (c. 3400 BC). In 1924 archaeologists discovered a quilted floor covering in Mongolia, estimated to date 

between 100 BC and 200 AD.  



 

COMING THIS QUARTER 
For more information, check out nsqg.club/programs 

 

For meetings and workshops that take place over Zoom, the meeting number and password will 

be sent to active members and registered guests a few days before. 
 

 

 

October 15 – Eric Drexler 

Guild Meeting Location: Zoom 

Time: Link will be open 6:45, meeting begins at 7PM 

This guild talk will cover a brief history of Sulky, which needle to use, which 

stabilizer to use, how to use specialty metallic threads, explore different thread 

weights and when to use polyester vs. rayon thread. Eric is a certified instructor 

with Sulky. He has been free-motion quilting since the age of 10. He has made 

numerous large and small works of machine art.  

We will have two workshops with Eric. Visit https://nsqg.club/programs/october-

2020-eric-drexler/ for more information.  

 
 

 
November 19 – Carol Butzke 

Guild Meeting Location: Zoom 

Time: Link will be open 6:45, meeting begins at 7PM 
 

Have you been entranced by the exotic paisley design?  This lecture will explore the 

origins of the design, its evolution, its meaning and its importance is 19th century 

textile history.   

 

Carol Butzke is a certified AQS textile appraiser, one of three instructors for the 

AQS Appraisal Certification program, and a member of the certification board.  

There are no workshops associated with this speaker. 

 

 

 
 

January 21, 2021 – Jen Kingwell 

Guild Meeting Location: Zoom 

Time: Link will be open 6:45, meeting begins at 7PM 

 
While the winter winds are sure to chill here, we welcome Jen Kingwell LIVE from 

Australia, where it will be the middle of their summer. In this presentation, Jen will 

go through her extensive body of work, and talks about her inspiration behind each 

quilt. She will also give a virtual tour of her shop Amitie, in Torquay, Australia. 

(Click to see Torquay on a map.)  
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